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Whether you are teaching one child at home or many, you will soon discover that no two children
are exactly alike. As the parent at home, with your children, you will learn how each child differs
in learning style preference and ability. You will begin to realize that many of those
differences are not wrong: each is simply what is ‘normal’ for your child.

For over 30 years Diane has been an active member of the homeschool
community. In addition to starting and leading support groups, Diane
has been a sought after conference speaker. Now, as a homeschool
veteran, as well as the owner and operator of GeerlLINKS
Educational Therapy, Diane is combining her knowledge
and experience as an Early Childhood Educator for
the Developmentally Handicapped and her
training as a Professionally Certified
Educational Therapist to help HSLDA

families through one-on-one
consultations.

Remember, as parents, you know your child best. In
fact if you think there might be something amiss, don't
wait to reach out for help.

HSLDA members have access to one free consultation per year with our
Exceptional Needs Specialist. Helping to provide you with access to
appropriate resources in various provinces, assistance with Individual Education
Plans, and advice specifically related to your child’'s exceptional needs.

SEE THE LIST OF WARNING SIGNS ON THE NEXT PAGE
THAT MAY INDICATE A LEARNING DELAY OR DISABILITY.



WARNING SIGNS CHECKLISTS

Review the checklist appropriate for your child. If you answer yes to a few of the items on this checklist,
it may point to a learning disability.

GRADES K -2

[] History of delayed speech

[] History of chronic ear
infections

[] Mixes up sounds and letter
names

[] Late establishing a dominant
hand

[] Difficulty learning rhyming
words

L] Trouble memorizing the
alphabet, numbers, days of the
week

[] Difficulty learning to tie shoes

[] Difficulty following multi-step
directions

[J Confuses basic words

[J Poor pencil grasp

GRADES 3-5

[J Difficulty sounding out new
words

[J Trouble recognizing common
sight words

[J Skips small words when
reading aloud

[J Slow, choppy oral reading

L] Difficulty with handwriting

L] Letter or number reversals
past age 7

[J Confuses left and right

[J Difficulty expressing thoughts
orally or written

[J Poor spelling

[J Slow recall of math facts

GRADES 6 -8

L] Trouble with word problems

L] Avoids writing compositions

L] Slow or poor recall of facts

L] Avoids reading aloud

L] Slow to learn spelling
strategies

L] Trouble summarizing

L] Messy handwriting; poor
pencil grip

[J Trouble getting organized;
planning schedule

[0 Weak memory skKills

[ Works slowly
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