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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

There is a lot of good news to share 
with you in this issue. Of course, the 
lifting of restrictions in all ten provinces 

brings us all hope for better days ahead.   
Support groups and co-ops are meeting 
once again, and homeschool sports and 
field trips are being planned. And, several 
provinces are returning to holding in-person 
conferences this spring.  All these ‘outside-
the-home’ activities have been greatly 
missed.

And, while the figures aren’t in from all 
provinces yet, it is becoming clear that 
the massive growth in the number of 
homeschooling families we saw last school 
year was not temporary. It’s fair to say that 
the number of homeschoolers has doubled 
over the last two years and continues to 
grow.          

As you’ll read further on in this issue, our 
charity, the Canadian Centre for Home 
Education, has hired its first Director of 
Research.  I’m sure you appreciate how 
important solid empirical evidence is in 
defending the merits of home education 
before the courts and legislatures, as well as 
with friends and relatives!  Having in-house 
expertise to help promote the value of 
our choice in education represents an 
important step forward in the progress of 
our movement.  

Home Education 
is On the Move 
and So are We 
PETER STOCK

Here at HSLDA we’re continuing to expand 
the services we provide for members, most 
recently adding curriculum consulting as 
well as virtual support group meetings.  And, 
our digital library continues to grow with 
brand new collections curated in support of 
your family’s educational needs, as well as 
for the pure pleasure of reading.

Here's to a thriving spring for all of us!
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HSLDA wants to stay in touch with all our members! However, 

since it seems a bit presumptuous to invite ourselves over for 
dinner, we’ve come up with another plan. 

HSLDA is on social media! Visit our website, like us on Facebook, 

subscribe to our YouTube channel and follow us on Instagram. 

Occasionally, we’ll even pop by your email inbox. This is the simplest 
and most efficient way for us to get information out to you in a 
timely manner.
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INTRODUCING THE  
UPCOMING EMAIL SERIES:

Protecting Your  
Homeschooling

Since its inception 30 years ago, HSLDA 
Canada’s mission has been to help our 
members protect their home school. 

Though home education is increasingly 
recognized as a valuable educational option, 
we regularly hear from home educating 
parents who continue to meet with 
challenges to this educational choice. Nine 
times out of ten, the people who call us 
seeking legal assistance are not people 
who ever expected to have to speak to a 
lawyer about homeschooling. They are just 
regular homeschoolers who - sometimes 
suddenly - find themselves in a situation 
they can’t handle on their own. 

We’d like to talk with our members more 
about these situations - not only how to 
deal with them but how to avoid them in 
the first place. This summer, keep an eye on 
your email for a new series, “Protecting Your 
Homeschool.” We’ll be highlighting issues 
unique to the homeschooling community, 
and discussing how to recognize a problem 
developing, and when to call us.  

BY MEGEN ZELINKA

Megen Zelinka is HSLDA’s child pro-
tection and family law expert who 
provides legal counsel to members 
and monitors provincial legislation 
affecting homeschoolers.

Meet CCHE's 
New Director of 
Research
DR. JOSEPH WOODARD

The Canadian Centre for 
Home Education recently 
announced the appoint-
ment of its first Director 
of Research, Dr. Joseph 
Woodard. 

Dr. Woodard’s arrival is 
exciting news for all of us 
at HSLDA, as he will use his 
educational and professional 
qualifications to conduct 
new and innovative research 
on the benefits of home 
education. Dr. Woodard’s 
research will further promote 
and add credibility to the 
homeschooling movement 
across Canada and around 
the globe! 

He earned a B.A. in Political 
Philosophy at the University 
of Alberta, and M.A. degrees 
at both Dalhousie and St 
John’s with a focus on the 
Great Books. He holds Greek 

and Latin diplomas from 
Berkeley, and a Ph.D. from 
Claremont. His extensive 
career includes fifteen 
years as a faculty member 
and academic at Bethany 
College and Brock University, 
fifteen years in journalism 
working with Alberta Report 
and the Calgary Herald, as 
well as his most recently 
eleven-year tenure as a 
tribunal judge with Employ-
ment Insurance and Citizen-
ship Canada. 

 As a homeschooling father 
who is very passionate about 
parent-led education, we 
plan to collaborate with 
Dr. Woodard in many of 
his research initiatives. He 
has expressed a particular 
interest in developing clarity 
and research on topics such 
as homeschool curriculum 
and standardized testing. 

Additionally, he believes 
there is a great need for 
more research on home 
education for the purposes 
of greater public advocacy. 
This is something that is 
near and dear to our mission 
here at HSLDA, as we 
want to ensure that every 
homeschooling family in 
Canada is protected from a 
public-policy standpoint. 

We will be hearing from 
Dr. Woodard regularly, and 
we will inform you, our 
members, of any opportuni-
ties to assist in his research 
efforts, particularly by 
participating in any surveys 
he may conduct to measure 
the success and progress of 
the homeschool movement 
across the country. 

Through this series, we hope to encourage 
our members to:

1. Be conscious of when your family’s 
specific circumstances increase the 
chances that your homeschooling may be 
questioned or investigated. 

2. Consider what preparatory steps you 
can take to ensure you could calmly and 
confidently handle your homeschool 
when being questioned or investigated, 
should it ever happen. Think ahead, work 
out a plan in case a problem does develop, 
and be smart about how you communi-
cate with others who may impact your 
situation (i.e., therapists, social workers, or 
medical professionals).

We’ll be going into a lot more detail about 
how to handle both 1. and 2. The more 
informed you are, the better equipped you 
are to meet possible future challenges. Stay 
tuned!
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THE GREAT BOOKS

The Rebirth 
of the Great 
Books  
Movement
AND WHY IT'S  
GAINING  
MOMENTUM

BY DR. JOSEPH WOODARD

The purpose of education is to prepare 
children for the challenging and 
fulfilling world of adults. Parents must 

“lead out” (e-ducare) their kids from a secure 
but helpless dependency, into competent, 
confident, responsible citizenship. We’re all 
born into a particular culture, so we must 
learn its language, customs, economy, ideals 
and inherited wisdom. In this way, each new 
generation can contribute happily to their 
families, community and country. This is our 
Way of Life, our Common Good. Practical 
disciplines give us the skills for our occupa-
tions – the “know-how.” But our inherited 
culture gives us a refined purpose, commit-
ment and discernment for parenthood, 
neighbourhood, citizenship and faith – the 
“know-why.”

Each culture has a peculiar understanding 
of courage, self-control, justice and respect, 
foundational virtues that we all must share, 
because human beings can live happily 
only when we’re living together. So, for over 
3,000 years, every world civilization – in East, 
South and Central Asia, the Mediterranean, 
mountainous East Africa, and Mesoameri-
can – has been handed on by a Pedagogy of 
Virtue, education in community. The Greeks 
called this paideia:  training in our mores, 
artistic tastes and popular pieties. 

Western civilization in particular arose 
as a vibrant fusion of “Athens and 
Jerusalem,” weaving the harmonious 
ideals of Judeo-Christian religion, Greek 
literature and Roman citizenship. This fusion 

nurtured Western epics, poetry, music, art, 
politics and science, developing the “library 
of heroes” and “moral imagination” of each 
new generation. So, for example, young Will 
Shakespeare learned the Bible, Plutarch’s 
Lives of Noble Greeks and Romans and 
Malmesbury’s English Kings, as the material 
of his future creativity. Then young Abe 
Lincoln taught himself Shakespeare’s 
Hamlet, the Bible, Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s 
Progress and Blackstone’s Commentary 
on the Law – as the material of his future 
creativity.

Our Common Good is not intolerance nor 
oppression. Children’s education in their 
native culture is real empowerment, 
real belonging and real happiness. The 
alternative, the attempt to build a norm-free 
society of self-expressive individuals – an 
ideology of celebrity, where “everybody is 
special” – implicitly teaches youth that their 
native culture is their oppressor and enemy. 
This is a recipe for aimlessness, meaning-
lessness and loneliness. So today we have 
unprecedented epidemics of anxiety and 
depression. 

Until the late 19th century, our education 
in “reading, writing and arithmetic” was 
provided by locally organized county or 
parish schools, “content-rich” in national 
history, heroic literature and citizen-
ship.  However, with urbanization came 
government funding and universal control 
of education by the public bureaucracy. 
This need not have happened: funding 
could have been provided by per-student 
vouchers, preserving parental direction. 
But progressive reformers like Canada’s 
Ryerson and America’s Dewey argued that 
democratic societies required standardized 
curricula and pragmatic skill development. 
The bureaucracy cheerfully adopted this first 
Modernist “reform,” and who paid the piper 
called the tune. By 1910, Dewey’s unpoetic 
Modernist pedagogy was required reading 
in Ontario teachers colleges. 

By the mid-twentieth century, some 
cultured educators began to worry that 
Dewey’s focused skills development and 
“literature-light” curriculum was breeding 

highly-skilled philistines and soulless 
technocrats – workers and managers, not 
free citizens. So the mid-twentieth-century 
Great Books movement, led by Robert 
Maynard Hutchins, Mortimer Adler, Scott 
Buchanan, Ron McArthur and others, 
began building small colleges and univer-
sity programs, to provide remedial literary 
education at the post-secondary level. The 
Great Books movement hoped to repair 
the amnesia of the two prior generations, 
recovering the classical vocabulary, cultural 
familiarity and moral icons of our public 
discourse and Common Good, frayed over 
the previous forty years. 

Then came the second, more destructive 
Postmodern reform of the ‘Seventies.  With 
our schools now controlled by the progres-
sive bureaucracy, and the bureaucracy 
dependent on university faculties for its 
expertise, the universities then became 
dominated by radicals, quickly followed by 
the teachers unions. Theorists like Paulo 
Freire and Ivan Illich initially rebelled – with 
some justification – against “the banking 
model of education.” But they merely broke 
the soil for sexual radicals like Herbert 
Marcuse, Jacques Derrida and Michel 
Foucault. 

Teacher education became “all Foucault, all 
the time” (as a friend once said). Licensed 
by ideology, teachers unions accepted the 
grave responsibility of “shaping the society 
of the future” with other people’s children. 
Increasingly dominating their members, 
ordinary teachers, the unions’ heaven-
on-earth is limitless sexual liberation, 
demanding the sexualisation of children. 
The results – a sexually-obsessed loneliness, 
breeding anxiety and despair – we now see 
all around us. 

Enter the enduring Great Books 
movement. After four generations, 
the post-secondary movement is now 
providing a critical mass of young 
educators, seeding the Great Books at 
the high school level, where they belong, 
with curriculum development, online 
homeschooling programs and mushroom-
ing networks of charter schools. 

There are many reasons classic 
literature stands the test of time 
and this article by CCHE's new 
Director of Research tells why these 
works are of immense importance 
to education and our future as a 
society.

Dr. Joseph Woodard is CCHE's new Director of 
 Research. 
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HOMESCHOOLING WHILE WORKING

Home  
Schooling  
While Working
BY MEGAN ZELINKA

As homeschooling continues to grow across Canada, 
we’re seeing an increase in what was formerly an 
unusual homeschooling scenario: parent educators 

who are also employed. Working parents are choosing to 
homeschool their children in increasing numbers for a variety 
of reasons, such as financial need, prioritizing more family 
time despite work commitments, the necessity of frequent 
work travel, or having a child with special needs or gifts. 
Working parents also benefit from the ever-widening options 
for curriculum, the rise of technology as a homeschooling aid, 
and parents’ own ability to do some or all of their work from 
home.

We know that you, as a homeschooling and working parent, 
have some unique challenges and issues to consider, such as:

 ▶ Socialization (for the kids and for you): Many homeschool 
groups meet and do activities during business hours, 
which can pose a challenge.

 ▶ Burnout: It’s a concern for every homeschooling parent, 
but the working and homeschooling parent is juggling a 
few extra balls.

 ▶ Negative attention: You likely get a lot of “how do you do 
it?” with an implied “you can’t be doing it well!” questions.

 ▶ Finding help: Do you have a spouse with a flexible 
schedule, extended family nearby, a babysitter or tutor 
who can help out?

WHO WILL EDUCATE 
THE KIDS? 

Homeschooling while 
working functions best 
when the parent(s) have 
significant flexibility in their 
work schedules, one or both 
parents are able to work 
part-time, or the parent 
enlists substantial help 
from a third adult such as 
a grandparent or extended 
family member, a friend, or 
a tutor/babysitter. It can’t 
be overstated that working 
homeschooling parents need 
extra help!

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO 
PRIORITIZE BUILDING 
CONNECTIONS?

Prioritize connecting with 
other homeschoolers 
and making/maintaining 
friendships just as much 
as you prioritize working 
and educating your kids. 
One of the beautiful things 
about homeschooling is that 
families hypothetically have 
more hours in the day to fit in 
those play dates, extracurric-
ular activities, and down time 
that would be difficult to do 
when children are at school 
most of the day. For the 
working parent, work can cut 
right back into that time you 
gained by homeschooling. All 
three – working, educating, 
and cultivating friendships 
while having fun with your 
kids – are very important; 

but, when you’re feeling 
over-committed, social activi-
ties tend to be the first item 
on the agenda that gets cut. 
However, those friendships 
support and sustain both you 
and your kids, and infinitely 
improve the homeschooling 
experience for the whole 
family. Make it a high priority!

KIDS SHOULDN'T BE 
LEFT ALONE

In general, HSLDA Canada 
strongly recommends 
against leaving 
homeschooled children 
alone for long periods of time 
during the day throughout 
the school year, especial-
ly during school hours. 
Guidelines exist around the 
issue of when parents can 
leave children unsupervised; 
however, homeschooling 
parents should not limit their 
consideration of this issue to 
legalities alone. While it may 
not be illegal, it's not a good 
homeschooling practice even 
when your children are older.

A FEW MORE TIPS

 ▶ Prioritize time for yourself 
outside of the daily grind 
of homeschooling and 
working, and keep it 
sacred!

 ▶ Think outside the box of 
traditional homeschool-
ing methods and 

schedules. Research 
different curricula and 
consider which one is the 
best fit for your circum-
stances. You may not do 
five school days between 
the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 
3:00 p.m. every week, and 
that is OK.

 ▶ Find other working 
homeschoolers – in 
person or in online 
support groups for 
working homeschoolers. 
It can be very helpful 
to compare notes and 
share what’s worked 
and hasn’t worked with 
other parents who have 
been in your situation 
and understand these 
challenges.

At HSLDA, many of us work 
and homeschool as well, 
and we’re excited to see how 
parents are getting creative 
with homeschooling. We’d 
love to hear from you about 
how your family has made it 
work.

 If you have any questions 
or would like to chat with us 
about this issue, don't hesi-
tate to give us a call!

HERE ARE SOME THINGS TO CONSIDER WHEN YOU ARE 
WORKING AND HOMESCHOOLING YOUR KIDS:
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PROVIDE THE 1000 FOOT VIEW

It is easy for moms to lose sight of the forest 
for the trees. Caught up in the immediacy of 
teaching minute-to-minute, and not always 
accomplishing everything they set out to 
do, moms sometimes feel they have ‘failed.’  
Despite the occasional poor result on, say, 
a math test or a writing assignment, dads 
can provide an encouraging longer-term  
perspective on the overall progress and 
development of the fine young people that 
mom has taken such an important role in 
shaping! 

The home education journey is greatly re-
warding for both children and parents, but 
it is also hard work.  Sharing that work-load 
with your spouse or partner is indispensable 
in making your homeschool the best it can 
possibly be!  

STRATEGIC DADS

Making your homeschool the most 
successful it can be is a two-parent 
effort.  It is easy to fall into the trap 

of believing that teaching is the stay-at-
home parent’s ‘job’ (usually mom), while 
the breadwinner (usually dad) has their 
own job to attend to and therefore has no 
responsibilities in homeschooling. However, 
a successful homeschool really requires 
both parents to be engaged with their 
children’s education.  

While it may be the case that much of the 
formal or structured learning has happened 
before dad comes home from work, 
homeschool learning never really stops.  
There are a number of important ways that 
dads can contribute throughout the week.

LEARNING ALL THE TIME

Aside from the formal academic subjects, 
what other skills can dad teach?  Auto 
repair, wood-working, sports, and home 
maintenance are some common activities, 
and there are a world of others.  Even dad’s 
youngest ‘helper’ will learn much just by 
being at his side as he undertakes various 
tasks.

SHARING THE BURDEN

It is hard to be both a mom and a teacher all 
day. By the end of the afternoon, there is a 
seemingly endless list of chores to do from 
laundry and shopping, to preparing dinner 
and cleaning up.  To ensure this isn’t mom’s 
burden alone, dad can routinely help with 
the household chores, and children can be 
given age-appropriate responsibilities as 
well.

Six Ways 
a Dad Can 
Strategically 
Shape  
Homeschool 
Success
BY PIERRE RICHARDS

Mom and dad both 
have unique insights 
into what is best for 

each child.

DO WHAT YOU’D HAVE THEM DO

Children tend to mimic the activities they 
see their parents engaged in.  If you watch 
a lot of television, so will your children.  If 
you spend a lot of time reading, they will 
also. Choose your activities wisely and 
your children will naturally follow in your 
footsteps.

ENCOURAGING MOM

Some days and weeks are harder than 
others.  Recognize when mom is needing 
a break. That might mean an evening out, 
time away with girlfriends, or occasionally 
even a family holiday.  Sometimes it might 
even mean canceling school for a day. 
Encourage mom to make her own needs a 
priority and affirm her as she does.

PLAN TOGETHER

Mom and dad both have unique insights 
into what is best for each child.  Spend time 
together evaluating what each child should 
have to meet their academic, social and 
spiritual needs.

Pierre Richards is a 15-year member of HSLDA who has part-
nered with his wife to help home educate their four children. 
Over the years he has learned and applied the six strategies 
shared here.
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EARLY YEARS

you took the time to find the answer! I know 
it was challenging.”

If a son struggles with writing but manages 
to produce a decent paragraph, a mother 
or father might say, “I know you dislike 
writing and find it boring, but you did it, 
anyway. Look what you accomplished! This 
is well-done.”

Finding the correct math answer or 
producing a well-written essay, while 
important, are not the ultimate goals. 
What matters is that children persevere at 
the tasks. These are the things we need to 
notice and praise.

Offering praise can feel awkward and phony, 
at first. However, with time and practice, not 
only will it become more natural, but it can 
help you recognize your child’s strengths.

In Praise of 
PraiseD

BY ANDREA BLACK

FOR THE EARLY YEARS

Andrea Black is a married homeschooling mom of five who 
holds an MTS and is the author of two books from Justin Press: 
In Case I Don’t Make It and Light in the Darkness. She lives in 
southwestern Ontario.

We can become so 
intent on teaching 
that we forget WHO 

we are teaching.

A recently-acquired soundtrack of The 
Greatest Showman has highlight-
ed our nine-year-old daughter’s 

propensity for singing. When my husband 
commented on her talent, the frequency of 
her singing increased dramatically. With her 
confidence thus bolstered, she feels free to 
enthusiastically accompany Hugh Jackman 
every time he belts out “From Now On.”

This sparked my musings on the power of 
praise, especially in relation to homeschool-
ing. 

Some of us parents can be extremely 
task-oriented. “Get this done. Hurry up. 
It’s almost lunch time and you’re STILL 

working on math?? Just finish this page of 
grammar and then move on. Let’s go, let’s 
go!” Unfortunately, this method tends to 
dominate in our household, in spite of my 
best efforts.

There is nothing inherently wrong with 
setting goals and helping children reach 
them. In fact, these are good skills to impart.

However, we can become so intent on 
WHAT we are teaching that we forget WHO 
we are teaching. These children are tender 
souls whose characters are in formation, and 
how we teach them is at least as important 
as what we teach them.

We can also forget our aim. Let’s face it, 
homeschoolers are counter-cultural. We do 
not want to raise teens who cannot meet 
your gaze and who have no direction in life. 
Our aim is to help create self-assured young 
adults who know they must give back to 
society.

Words are a powerful part of this character 
formation. They can scar, just like physical 
wounds, but they can also create a child 
who is confident and strong. If we wish to 
encourage emotional and psychological 
strength in our kids, we would do well to 
examine how we verbally communicate 
with them.

Do we criticize too much? When we correct 
them, is it done in charity and truth, or in 
an accusatory or condescending manner? 
Do we seek ways to compliment them and 
build them up?

We parents must choose our words carefully 
when doling out praise. Scattering empty 
phrases willy-nilly is not going to accomplish 
much. If a daughter has weak math skills, 
she knows you are lying if you tell her that 
she is good at math. However, if she spends 
time on a difficult question and patiently 
solves it, we could say, “I was proud of how 
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MAKING YOUR APPEAL

You must also effectively present your case 
to those involved in admissions. This may 
include the registrar, department head, 
academic dean, and even the president of 
the institution. Should your child receive an 
application denial, request to speak with 
the person above, making your way up the 
chain of command, to advocate for your 
child’s acceptance. 

Be willing to compromise in order to meet 
the terms of the institution (i.e. suggest 
the institution accept you as a probation-
ary student in the first year with a limited 
number of courses). Remember to leave 
a good impression with every person you 
speak with, as each person may have an 
influence on the final decision.

Each postsecondary school that accepts 
home educators has had someone who was 
first to ask. It may be that your interaction 
could pave the way for a ‘yes’ in the future, 
for you or for other home educators. 

HIGH SCHOOL

There are almost 500 universities and 
colleges across Canada--each with 
various programs and their own set 

of admissions criteria. When institutions 
are unfamiliar with graduates of home 
education, it is up to the parents and student 
to build a solid case as they apply. Preparing 
and presenting well are keys to successfully 
advocating for postsecondary admissions. 

PREPARING YOUR CASE

As home educators, you can prepare for the 
application process by doing the following:

 ▶ Ensuring that high school studies 
include the scope and depth of material 
necessary to gain admission. Study in 
excess to demonstrate competence and 
more.  

 ▶ Tailor a portfolio to the program being 
applied to and have a copy to leave with 
the institution.  (For more information, 
visit the “Homeschooling through High 
school, and Beyond” seminar on the 
HSLDA Member site.)

 ▶ Be confident in describing your home 
education high school education and 
curriculum:

• Describe the rigor, scope, and depth. 
Demonstrate how your child’s 
academic journey makes him/her a 
competent and qualified candidate 
for the program.

Advocating  for 
Postsecondary 
Admissions
BY PATTY MARLER

FOR HIGH SCHOOL

Patty Marler is HSLDA’S Government and Media Relations 
 Director.

Your interaction 
could pave the way 

for a ‘yes’ in the 
future...

• Be prepared to discuss equivalen-
cies of studies (i.e. how the human 
anatomy course you studied is 
equivalent (or more) to provincial 
programming).

• Show your writing samples, reading 
list, extra curricular accomplish-
ments, etc that demonstrate the 
diversity and excellence of your 
homeschooling. 

 ▶ Describe the qualities you possess as a 
result of homeschooling that will make 
you a good postsecondary student (i.e. 
independent learner, organized, self 
motivated, etc)

 ▶ Share homeschool admissions policies 
from other institutions that demonstrate 
that home educated students are valued 
at other postsecondary institutions. 

At HSLDA our Member Services Team 
speaks to many parents of high school 
aged students, who often express 
concern over how to go about applying 
for postsecondary education. While ho-
meschooling is increasingly becoming 
a recognized educational choice across 
the country, there are still many post-
secondary institutions who do not have 
a specialized home education admis-
sions process. We want to assure you 
that in these instances, home education 
students have still been successful in their 
application process to gain admission, 
but it may require an additional few 
steps as well as intentional advocacy in 
order to secure admission.
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MY GAP YEAR EXPERIENCE

For some of these adventures 
I met up with friends, and for 
some I was alone.

Solo traveling was another 
huge growing experience for 
me, and it left me feeling very 
empowered.

On December eighth I finally 
flew home to my family in 
Ontario, exhausted from my 
travels but returning as a 
changed person with many 
new memories and friends. 
My next mission was to find a 
good job and start applying 
to universities for the fall!

My experiences had left me 
with some new discoveries 
about myself and what I was 
most passionate about. I had 
seen how much injustice 
there was in the world and 
wanted to make a change. 
I decided that higher 
education in government 
and legal studies would be a 
good avenue for me to start 
doing that.  

After receiving acceptance 
packages from several 
universities, I finally decided 
to enrol in a history and 
political science program at 
a small Christian college in 
California.  

My gap year helped shape 
my interests and gave me 
the courage needed to begin 
another new adventure far 
away from home.  Now I just 
have to work and save more 
money!

As a homeschooler, I 
always  considered 
taking a gap year. 

Once I graduated in the 
spring of 2021,  my decision 
was solidified. I saw that all 
of the local universities and 
colleges were constantly 
being moved online for 
months or weeks at a time, 
and I didn’t want to have to 
spend my freshman year 
at postsecondary watching 
zoom calls from a tiny dorm 
room. I started to look at 
alternative options for the fall 
and came across something 
very unique - a Torchbearers 
Bible school on a Greek 
island. It sounded perfect for 
me.

My summer was spent saving 
up money for my gap year 
by working as a cook at a 
small summer camp in Parry 
Sound. Before I knew it, I had 
the money I needed and was 
on a plane to Europe! 

I had never traveled alone 
before, and thankfully I was 
accompanied by another 

My Gap Year  
Experience
A PERSONAL JOURNEY

BY SARAH S.

just-graduated homeschool-
er that I had never met 
before, who I later found out 
lived only a half-hour drive 
away from me.

It was a long, stressful, but 
adventurous journey for me 
and my new friend. After 
two days of hopping on and 
off planes and ferries, we 
arrived at our new home for 
the next two months. 

The small Bible school was 
located on a property that 
doubled as a shady olive 
grove on the Greek island 
of Skopelos. Fifteen other 
young women and I slept 
in treehouses at night and 
spent our days reading 
Scriptures, swimming in the 
Agean sea, and becoming 
best friends. Halfway 
through the two-month-
long program, we loaded 
ourselves into three vans 
and embarked on a road 
trip all over Greece! During 
this 10-day trip, we got to 
visit many of the places the 
apostle Paul journeyed over Sarah S. is a former homeschool student from Ontario.

2,000 years ago -Thessaloniki, 
Corinth, Philippi, and Athens. 
This incredible trip, as well as 
the classes and relationships I 
formed, grew me as a person 
both mentally and spiritually. 

At the program’s end, I said a 
tearful goodbye to Skopelos 
and headed back to Athens 
with two of my friends. We 

spent two weeks volunteer-
ing and living at a church in 
the inner city that ministered 
and provided food for the 
local homeless population. 

The next month in Europe 
was spent backpacking 
Mykonos, Spain, Italy, and 
Croatia.

WHY TAKING A 
GAP YEAR MAY BE 
RIGHT FOR YOU

If you are consid-
ering taking a gap 
year after finishing 
your homeschooling 
education, there are many 
good reasons for doing so. 
If you are uncertain about 
your future education 
and career, as many new 
graduates are, taking a 
year off can give you more 
time to figure out what 
you are most passionate 
about and gifted in. 

In addition, it gives you 
the free time to focus on 
spiritual and personal 
growth, travel, meet many 
new people, and work way 
more hours at a full-time 
job to save up. There are 
also many programs and 
opportunities out there to 
assist you in doing these 
things, such as Torchbear-
ers and Workaway. 

When else are you going 
to have the opportunity to 
have this much time and 
freedom on your hands as 
a young person?
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DIGITAL LIBRARY

Great Books 
For You
DIGITAL LIBRARY

As an HSLDA member, you have free 
access to the Digital Library where you 
can download e-books and audio books 
possibly unavailable at your local library 
and titles you would like to review before 
purchasing. 

There are many collections available 
including Classics, Adventure, Sports, Sci-Fi, 
Historical Fiction and more. We also have 
many books specific to your role as a home 
educator. 

As mentioned in this issue's feature article, 
the classics of Western Civilization are of 
tremendous value. You and your teen can 
access many of these at the top of our list in 
the Great Books Collection.

A.M., Ontario The content of this 
story has been printed verba-
tim by an HSLDA member who 
wishes to share her personal sto-
ry while remaining anonymous. 
If you would like to let others 
know about how HSLDA has 
helped you during a time of cri-
sis, please contact us.

Right before the Thanksgiv-
ing weekend, my husband 
and I received a call from a 
CAS social worker regarding 
an alleged parenting issue. 
Due to privacy concerns, she 
wasn't able to give us more 
detail than that, but she 
booked a home visit for the 
following Tuesday. 

We have never, ever received 
a call like that, and it left 
us confused and upset. I 
immediately called HSLDA 
for guidance, and Megen 
Zelinka, HSLDA's legal 
counsel, called me within 
a few hours. Even though 
we didn't have a lot of 
specific case details to go 
on, Megen took time to 
explain the usual process of 
a CAS investigation. Megen 
also guided us on how 
to respond in a calm and 
honest manner (both my 
husband and I were basket 
cases by then, over-ana-
lyzing all our parenting 
decisions of the previous 
decade). 

It was very difficult to spend 
Thanksgiving weekend 
preparing for the home 
visit, but having HSLDA 
supporting us through the 
situation helped tremen-
dously. By the time the 
CAS social worker arrived 
on our door, we were 
confident in our rights as 
parents and homeschool-
ers. It turned out to be a 
non-homeschooling issue, 
and after talking with us 
and our children, the CAS 
social worker determined 
that there were no serious 
concerns with our family. 
The case was closed shortly 
after that.

We are forever grateful to 
Megen and HSLDA for the 
support that they gave us 
during this difficult time. 
We had actually just joined 
HSLDA for the first time 
last year, and it was hands 
down the best decision we 
made last year."

Why a Thanksgiving 
Call Made Us Grateful 
for HSLDA

FROM AN HSLDA MEMBER

BY A. M., ONTARIO



The Home School Legal Defence 
Association of Canada is a national 
non-profit organization designed to support 
and to protect homeschooling families 
in Canada. By providing affordable legal 
services and insurance, and by fostering a 
community of support and encouragement, 
HSLDA makes homeschooling better. 
Membership with HSLDA is inexpensive, 
but invaluable. Contact the office today to 
find out how HSLDA can help you achieve 

the homeschooling results you desire.

HSLDA: THE PARTNER IN YOUR SUCCESS.

40814018

Home School Legal Defence Association
Unit 25 Upper – 980 Adelaide St. South
London, ON N6E 1R3

40814018

Home School Legal Defence Association
Unit 25 Upper – 980 Adelaide St. South
London, ON N6E 1R3

RETURN UNDELIVERABLE ITEMS TO:  
HSLDA Canada  
Unit 25 Upper – 980 Adelaide Street South 
London, Ontario N6E 1R3

After you’ve finished reading The Homeschool Review, pass it along to a friend!
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